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Dear Colleagues,

At the end of 2025, the International Council of Nurses (ICN) issued an update on its
Nurses for Peace work. Since then, the number and scale of global crises affecting
nurses and health systems have continued to escalate.

Over the last month, ICN has been in contact with or supporting nursing associations
and partners in response to several significant developments and humanitarian
situations. These events have highlighted both the challenges nurses face and their
essential role in times of conflict and crisis.

In light of these developments, ICN is reissuing the Nurses for Peace update to reflect
this recent work and engagement. New and updated information is presented at the
beginning of this document, followed by the previously issued material for reference.

> Solidarity with Iranian nurses

ICN is deeply concerned by media reports of large numbers of people being killed in
Iran, including reports of nurses affected. ICN is alarmed by the scale and seriousness
of these reports and the profound pressure being placed on health systems and
healthcare workers.

ICN has a longstanding relationship with the Iranian Nursing Association and has been
in regular dialogue with nursing leadership in Iran over many years. Iranian nurses dre
an important and valued part of ICN's global membership, and ICN leadership has
held direct discussions with colleagues on the significant pressures facing nurses and
the health system, including economic constraints and the impact of instability on
healthcare delivery. Most recently, ICN CEO Howard Catton met with representatives of
the Iranian Nursing Association at the ICN Congress in Helsinki, where discussions
focused on both the health and economic challenges facing nurses and the wider
health system.

ICN CEO Howard Catton said:

“In times of conflict and heightened tension, health systems and human rights come
under immense strain, and both the demands and risks faced by healthcare workers
increase sharply. Nurses continue to provide care under exceptionally difficult
conditions, often while facing risks to their own safety, professional practice, and rights.
In these darkest moments, solidarity and support are vitally important. Nurses in
conflict zones and crisis situations draw profound strength from the knowledge that
they are not alone, and that the global community of 30 million nurses stands
steadfast beside them.”

Recognizing the complexity and sensitivity of the situation, ICN continues to engage
carefully with partners and member associations.



















































